In the Morning Wednesday, September 16, 2020
Ninian, Bishop of Galloway
Welcome
Opening prayer
Ninian, Bishop in Galloway, c. 430
O God, by the preaching of your blessed servant and bishop Ninian you caused the light of the
Gospel to shine in the land of Britain: Grant, we pray, that having his life and labors in
remembrance we may show our thankfulness by following the example of his zeal and
patience; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Dwelling in the Word
Matthew 28:16-20 (NRSV)
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

As you hear the passage being read, what word or phrase is God calling you to notice?
As you hear the passage read a second time, what might God be calling you to try on at this
time?

Following your silent meditation after the second reading, please type your word or phrase into
the Chat if you would like to share it. The officiant will invite all of us into a quiet time for a few
minutes to prayerfully read and reflect on the words offered in the Chat.
The officiant will end this time of silent prayer with The Lord’s Prayer.

(Host will mute all phones so you will not be hearing one another due to various time lags. You
will hear the host of the call)
Zoom call

At end of zoom call

The Closing Prayer
We will be your faithful people more or less
We will love you with all our hearts perhaps
We will love our neighbors as ourselves maybe
We are grateful that with you it is
never "more or less,"
"perhaps" or
"maybe. "
With you it is never "yes and no,"
But always "yes" - clear, direct,
Unambiguous, trustworthy.
We thank you for your "yes"
Come flesh among us. Amen.

- Walter Brueggemann
Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth, 2003

Blessing

Ninian, Bishop of Galloway
The dates of Ninian’s life, and the exact extent of his work, are much disputed. The earliest, and
possibly the best, account is the brief one in the Venerable Bede’s Ecclesiastical History.
Ninian was a Romanized Briton, born in the latter half of the fourth century in southern
Scotland. He is said to have been educated in Rome and to have received episcopal ordination.

But the main influence on his life was Martin of Tours, with whom he spent some time, and
from whom he gained his ideals of an episcopal-monastic structure designed for missionary
work.
About the time of Martin’s death in 397, Ninian established his base at a place called Candida
Casa (“White House”) or Whithorn in Galloway, which he dedicated to Martin. Traces of place
names and church dedications suggest that his work covered the Solway Plains and the Lake
District of England. Ninian seems also to have converted many of the Picts of northern Scotland,
as far north as The Moray Firth.
Ninian, together with Patrick, is one of the links of continuity between the ancient RomanBritish Church and the developing Celtic Christianity of Ireland and Scotland.
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