In the Morning Wednesday, April 21, 2021
Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury and Theologian, 1109
Welcome
Opening Prayer

Almighty God, whose servant Anselm helped your church to understand its faith in your

eternal Being, perfect justice, and saving mercy: Provide your church in all ages with
devout and learned scholars and teachers, that we may be able to give a reason for the hope
that is in us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Dwelling in the Word: Matthew 11:25–30

Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these

things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

As you hear the passage being read, what word or phrase is God calling you to notice?
As you hear the passage read a second time, what might God be calling you to try on at this
time?
Following your silent meditation after the second reading, please type your word or phrase
into the Chat if you would like to share it. The officiant will invite all of us into a quiet time
for a few minutes to prayerfully read and reflect on the words offered in the Chat.
The officiant will end this time of silent prayer with The Lord’s Prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
Zoom Call
At end of zoom call

Closing Prayer
For our Country (BCP, page 820)
Almighty God, you have given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly pray that we
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless
our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way.
Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out
of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your
Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home,
and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise among the nations
of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of
trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Blessing
ANSELM OF CANTERBURY, Archbishop of Canterbury and Theologian, 1109
Anselm was born in Italy about 1033 and took monastic vows in 1060 at the Abbey of Bec
in Normandy. He succeeded his teacher Lanfranc as Prior of Bec in 1063, and as Archbishop
of Canterbury in 1093. His episcopate was stormy, in continual conflict with the crown over
the rights and freedom of the church. His greatest talent lay in theology and spiritual
direction.

As a pioneer in the scholastic method, Anselm remains the great exponent of the so-called
“ontological argument” for the existence of God: God is “that than which nothing greater
can be thought.” Even the fool, who (in Psalm 14) says in his heart “There is no God,” must
have an idea of God in his mind, the concept of an unconditional being (ontos) than which
nothing greater can be conceived; otherwise he would not be able to speak of “God” at all.
And so this something, “God,” must exist outside the mind as well; because, if he did not, he
would not in fact be that than which nothing greater can be thought. Since the greatest
thing that can be thought must have existence as one of its properties, Anselm asserts,
“God” can be said to exist in reality as well as in the intellect, but is not dependent upon the
material world for verification. To some, this “ontological argument” has seemed mere
deductive rationalism; to others it has the merit of showing that faith in God need not be
contrary to human reason.
Anselm is also the most famous exponent of the “satisfaction theory” of the atonement.
Anselm explains the work of Christ in terms of the feudal society of his day. If a vassal
breaks his bond, he has to atone for this to his lord; likewise, sin violates a person’s bond
with God, the supreme Lord, and atonement or satisfaction must be made. Of ourselves, we

are unable to make such atonement, because God is perfect and we are not. Therefore, God
himself has saved us, becoming perfect man in Christ, so that a perfect life could be offered
in satisfaction for sin.
Undergirding Anselm’s theology is a profound piety. His spirituality
is best summarized in the phrase, “faith seeking understanding.” He writes, “I do not seek to
understand that I may believe, but I believe in order that I may understand. For this, too, I
believe, that unless I first believe, I shall not understand.”
(Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018)

