In the Morning Wednesday, January 13, 2021
Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, 367
Welcome
Opening Prayer
O Lord our God, you raised up your servant Hilary to be a champion of the catholic faith:
Keep us steadfast in that true faith which we professed at our baptism, that we may rejoice
in having you for our Father, and may abide in your Son, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit;
who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.
Dwelling in the Word
Luke 12:8-12 (NRSV)
Jesus said, “I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man also
will acknowledge before the angels of God; but whoever denies me before others will be
denied before the angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man
will be forgiven; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. When
they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about
how you are to defend yourselves or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you
at that very hour what you ought to say.”
As you hear the passage being read, what word or phrase is God calling you to notice?
As you hear the passage read a second time, what might God be calling you to try on at this
time?
Following your silent meditation after the second reading, please type your word or phrase
into the Chat if you would like to share it. The officiant will invite all of us into a quiet time
for a few minutes to prayerfully read and reflect on the words offered in the Chat.

The officiant will end this time of silent prayer with The Lord’s Prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
Zoom Call

At end of zoom call

Closing Prayer
God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy pow’r.
Crown thine ancient church’s story,
bring her bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour
• Harry Emerson Fosdick, God of Grace and God of Glory
Blessing

Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, 367
From A Great a Cloud of Witnesses
Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, was a prolific writer on Scripture and doctrine, an orator, and a
poet to whom some of the earliest Latin hymns have been attributed. Augustine called him
“the illustrious doctor of the Churches.” Jerome considered him “the trumpet of the Latins
against the Arians.”
Hilary was born in Poitiers, in Gaul, about 315, into a pagan family of wealth and power. In
his writings, he describes the stages of the spiritual journey that led him to the Christian
faith. He was baptized when he was about thirty.

In 350, Hilary was made Bishop of Poitiers. Although he demurred, he was finally
persuaded by the people’s acclamations. He proved to be a bishop of skill and courage. His
orthodoxy was shown when, in 355, the Emperor Constantius ordered all bishops to sign a
condemnation of Athanasius, under pain of exile. Hilary wrote to Constantius, pleading for
peace and unity. His plea accomplished nothing, and, when he dissociated himself from
three Arian bishops in the West, Constantius ordered Julian (later surnamed the Apostate)
to exile him to Phrygia. There he remained for three years, without complaining, writing
scriptural commentaries and his principal work, On the Trinity.

Hilary was then invited by a party of “semi-Arians,” who hoped for his support, to a Council
at Seleucia in Asia, largely attended by Arians; but with remarkable courage, in the midst of
a hostile gathering, Hilary defended the Council of Nicaea and the Trinity, giving no aid to
the “semi-Arians.” He wrote again to Constantius, offering to debate Saturninus, the
Western bishop largely responsible for his exile. The Arians feared the results of such an
encounter and persuaded Constantius to return Hilary to Poitiers.

In 360, Hilary was welcomed back to his see with great demonstrations of joy and affection.
He continued his battle against Arianism, but he never neglected the needs of his people.
Angry in controversy with heretical bishops, he was always a loving and compassionate

pastor to his diocese. He died in Poitiers in 367. Among his disciples was Martin, later
Bishop of Tours, whom Hilary encouraged in his endeavors to promote the monastic life.

The hymn “Hail this day’s joyful return” (The Hymnal 1982, #223; #224) is attributed to
Hilary.

