In the Morning Wednesday, September 15, 2021
An introduction to A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church (Wilda Gafney,
Church Publishing Inc.)
Welcome
Opening Prayer : For the Ministry (Ember Days): For all Christians in their vocation
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer before you
for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Dwelling in the Word: Gospel: John 16:16-22 (suggested Gospel for Proper 20)
“A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me.”
Then some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying to us, ‘A little
while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and
‘Because I am going to the Father’?” They said, “What does he mean by this ‘a little while’?
We do not know what he is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he
said to them, “Are you discussing among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘A little
while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’? Very
truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but
your pain will turn into joy. When a woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has
come. But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy
of having brought a human being into the world. So you have pain now; but I will see you
again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.
As you hear the passage being read, what word or phrase is God calling you to notice?
As you hear the passage read a second time, what might God be calling you to try on at this
time?
Following your silent meditation after the second reading, please type your word or phrase
into the Chat if you would like to share it. The officiant will invite all of us into a quiet time
for a few minutes to prayerfully read and reflect on the words offered in the Chat.
The officiant will end this time of silent prayer with The Lord’s Prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
(Spanish - The Rev. Loyda Morales, Rector, Church of the Good Shepherd, Hartford;
French - The Rev. Mary Barnett, Priest in Charge, Holy Trinity Church, Middletown)

Zoom Call
At end of zoom call
Closing Prayer : Proper 20, BCP
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that
shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
From the Church Publishing Website Re. Women’s Lectionary
What would it look like if women built a lectionary focusing on women’s stories? What
does it look like to tell the good news through the stories of women who are often on the
margins of scripture and often set up to represent bad news? How would a lectionary
centering women’s stories, chosen with womanist and feminist commitments in mind,
frame the presentation of the scriptures for proclamation and teaching?

The scriptures are androcentric, male-focused, as is the lectionary that is dependent upon
them. As a result, many congregants know only the biblical men's stories told in the Sunday
lectionary read in their churches. A more expansive, more inclusive lectionary will remedy
that by introducing readers and hearers of scripture to “women's stories” in the scriptures.
A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, when completed, will be a three-year
lectionary accompanied by a stand-alone single year lectionary, Year W, that covers all four
gospels.
https://www.churchpublishing.org/womenslectionaryforthewholechurchyearw
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