TITLE III -  MINISTRY
CANON 10: Of Reception of Clergy from other Churches	REQUIREMENTS

Section 1

· Background check-according to criteria of Bishop and Standing Committee
· Oxford Document
· SecureSearch-public records
· Professional Medical evaluation-using Church Pension Fund forms (updated if older than 36 months
· Professional Psychological evaluation-using Church Pension Fund forms (updated if older than 36 months)
· Evidence of training:
· Prevention of sexual misconduct (CT’s Basic Safe Church Training)
· Civil requirements for reporting and pastoral opportunities for responding to evidence of abuse
· Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church – particularly Title IV
· Anti-Racism
· ALL reports must be kept on file by Bishop as part of permanent record.
· A Mentor shall be assigned by the Bishop in consultation with the Commission on Ministry to regularly provide guidance, information and sustained dialogue about ministry in the Episcopal Church.

Section 2
· Before being permitted to take charge of any Church as a Member of its Clergy, The Ecclesiastical Authority shall receive Letters Dimissory or equivalent credentials under the hand and seal of the Bishop with whose Diocese the person has been last connected, which letters or credentials shall be delivered within six months…
· Before receiving…
· the Bishop shall require a promise in writing to submit in all things to the Discipline of this church…



· the person is required to subscribe and make in presence of Bishop and two or more Presbyters the declaration required in Article VIII * of the Constitution (see below). The Bishop and at least one Presbyter shall examine the person as to knowledge of the history of this Church, its worship and government.
· Bishop also must be satisfied with the person’s theological qualifications.





*ARTICLE VIII
No person shall be ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church until the person shall have been examined by the Bishop and two Priests and shall have exhibited such testimonials and other requisites as the Canons in that case provided may direct. No person shall be ordained and consecrated Bishop, or ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church, unless at the time, in the presence of the ordaining Bishop or Bishops, the person shall subscribe and make the following declaration:

I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Episcopal Church.
