THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CONNECTICUT
POLICY ON GAMES OF CHANCE
Adopted by Executive Council in March 2014
Given that the 73rd General Convention (2000) has spoken:
Resolved
,
That the 73rd General Convention note with dismay the increase
of gambling and gaming in our society and:
1. Encourage the clergy and pastoral caregivers of this Church to
become familiar with the resources of Gamblers Anonymous
(www.gamblersanonymous.org) and other organizations, which
provide service to problem and addicted gamblers and their families;
2. Encourage parishes and church-related organizations to be aware of
the inappropriateness of using gambling for fundraising purposes;
3. Endorse the recommendations of the bipartisan National Gambling
Impact Study Commission for a moratorium on the expansion of
gambling in states and localities, and for a gambling impact study to
be conducted in each state and locality prior to the introduction or
expansion of gambling;
4. Ask Executive Council to establish a Task Force on Gambling and
Gaming to study the effects of this activity on persons and
communities and to report back to the 74th General Convention;
5. Urge members, congregations, dioceses, provinces, and the National
Church Center to work to end state-sponsored gambling and gaming;
and
6. Encourage congregations and church related organizations to be
inclusive of, and minister to, those persons related to and employed
in the gambling industry.
Parishes and worshiping communities in CT are, therefore, advised as follows:
- Auctions are permitted and are preferable to raffles and other “games of chance”
(e.g. Casino nights), because live or silent auctions allow everyone participating to
know what the bids are and may make a conscious choice to bid up or not.
- Bingo or other games whose sole purpose is community building (i.e. it is free to
play and the prizes are not monetary) are also permitted.

Additionally, games of chance are regulated at both the municipal and state levels,
leading to the potential for liability if those regulations are not scrupulously
satisfied.
This policy was approved by The Executive Council on March 15, 2014.

