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BEFORE ELECTION
CONVENTION

Register using the Convention Eventbrite page. You can also find this by
visiting episcopalct.org, News & Events > Election Convention.
Familiarize yourself with the nominees. You can read their biographies and
essay questions, as well as watch a sermon they have preached, on the
bishop transition website ctbishopsearch.org.
Watch the Meet & Greet sessions hosted by our Bishop Transition
Committee (BTC). The recordings can be found on the ECCT YouTube page.
Pray, alone and with your community. Speak to other members of your
community about their thoughts on the nominees. To learn more about the
responsibility of a delegate elected by their parish, please see the FAQ
section below.
Update the Rev. Carrie Combs, Secretary of Convention, and the Rev.
Sandra Cosman, Secretary of the Diocese, if you need to update your
registration or substitute an alternate delegate for your parish.
Read the update from Bishop Ian regarding safety procedures. 
Please bring a mask; we will also have extra masks available at the check-
in table. You can familiarize yourself with the CT Convention Center’s
safety practices on their website.

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CONNECTICUT

ECCT ELECTION
CONVENTION

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/election-convention-registration-267589476327
http://episcopalct.org/
http://ctbishopsearch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbZQ1z-hq1AzUcL4SEgsJ8A
https://www.episcopalct.org/news/
https://www.ctconventions.com/covid19/
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DAY OF CONVENTION
Ensure your voting device (smartphone, tablet, or laptop) has a full battery
and charger accessible.
In-person sign-in for all delegates and clergy will occur at the Convention
Center from 9–11 AM; with 9–10 AM reserved for voting members who do not
plan to enter the Convention Hall and/or have health concerns. From 10–11
AM, sign-in will be open to all voting members, especially those who plan on
participating in the Convention Hall.
At sign-in, a volunteer will give you a name tag, on the back of which will be
your code for our online voting platform. 

Ensure to arrive early to sign-in at the Connecticut Convention Center for
voting credentials and to be settled before the 11 AM start time. 
You have access to the livestream at the convention center by visiting ECCT's
YouTube channel. A link will also be sent out the day prior.
Any off-site location with respect to Covid-19 safety precautions and a stable
internet connection is acceptable. See Rules of Order for further information.
Any voting members who would like technical assistance with voting and/or
access to the livestream in smaller spaces are invited to convene at Christ
Church Cathedral at 45 Church St, Hartford. Masks and strict safety
precautions will be in place.

Masks are required to be worn at all times.
There will be no food or drink permitted.
There will be increased space between chairs and tables in the Convention Hall.
Those who will not be bringing their own device for voting are encouraged to
sit towards the tech help table at the back of the room.
Parking is available at the CT Convention Center for a flat rate of $11. For
more information including pricing, visit the CT Convention Center website.

PARTICIPANTS WHO ARE VOTING OFF SITE:

PARTICIPANTS REMAINING IN THE CONVENTION CENTER:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbZQ1z-hq1AzUcL4SEgsJ8A
https://www.ctconventions.com/visitors/parking
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SCHEDULE OF THE DAY

9-10 AM: Off site sign-in begins
10-11 AM: On site sign-in begins

Morning Devotions and Prayers
Opening Business
Nominations and Practice Ballot
First Ballot, additional ballots as needed

Announcement of Election
Signing of the Testimonial
Bishop Elect Addresses Convention
Benediction and Close of Convention

9-11 AM: Sign-in

11 AM: Call to Order

TBD
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
How do I represent my parish as a delegate?
Parishes elect their lay delegates to attend Convention and represent their
parish. We encourage delegates to speak to their parishes, as well as watch
Meet & Greets with them, and discuss the various candidates. Learn why
parishioners might be drawn to each candidate. Given that there may be
multiple ballots and candidates may drop out between rounds, it is important
that the delegates be as present as they can on the day to listen, pray, and
discern to how the Holy Spirit is calling this church. Ultimately, your elected
delegates are members of your community who you trust to use their hearts
and minds to decide what is best and to vote accordingly.

 
Is there a provision for absentee ballots, proxy ballots, or otherwise
voting offsite?
There is only a provision for voting offsite after signing in in-person. 
See "Day of Convention" for more information.

 
How long will the Convention be?
We will begin our call to order promptly at 11 AM. However, since we cannot
know in advance how many rounds of voting it will take for a majority of both
the clergy and laity to agree on the same nominee on the same ballot, it is
impossible to say when exactly we will finish. Some elections are determined
in one round, others take longer. If needed, the Convention can adjourn to
another time. Please see the Rules of Order for more information.
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Canon II of the Canons of The Episcopal Church 
Article III, Section 2 of the Constitution of the Episcopal Diocese of
Connecticut 
Canon XVI of the Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut (pages
21-24)

How will the voting work?
We will be using the safe and secure platform of SimplyVoting, which you
may have used at previous conventions.
 
1. Once voting has opened for each round, you will visit
https://ecct.simplyvoting.com. 
2. Enter your unique password given to you at check in. 
3. Once you have logged in, you will be able to see the ballot. It will be called
“Diocesan Bishop Ballot 1,” “Diocesan Bishop Ballot 2,”and so forth. 
4. Click on the ballot and select the nominee for whom you want to vote,
then click “submit.” You will need to confirm, after which you will have access
to your voting receipt. 

We will run a practice vote before the first official ballot. Each round of voting
will have its own ballot, numbered accordingly. You will not be able to vote in
the wrong ballot.

How do we determine when an election has happened?
A nominee is elected only when a majority of both orders (lay and ordained)
present and voting separately concur on the same ballot in the election of the
same person. For further reading, see:

What happens next?
After the nominee is elected and has accepted that election, we alert the
Presiding Bishop’s Office. A majority of delegates to this Special Convention
must sign the testimonial, which will be available online and the link
publicized while we are gathered, in order to certify the election. Our Bishop-
Elect will be given time to address us. In the days and weeks following, the
other diocese and bishops in the Episcopal Church are given the opportunity
to consent to the election. Finally, we gather together on October 15 to
celebrate the Consecration of our 16th Bishop Diocesan and begin our work
together.

https://extranet.generalconvention.org/staff/files/download/23914pages%20162-168
https://episcopalct-my.sharepoint.com/personal/connecct_episcopalct_org/Documents/Public/Governance/Constitution-of-the-Diocese-of-Connecticut-Oct2020.pdf?CT=1652277663624&OR=ItemsView
https://episcopalct-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/connecct_episcopalct_org/EXqMe-jWASFHuxyoHxfbnl8Bap8qcBVibWhIHRrumeK0oQ?e=goYQo9
https://ecct.simplyvoting.com/
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RULES OF ORDER FOR THE
ELECTION OF A BISHOP DIOCESAN
1.Access to the floor of Convention shall be limited to the Members of
Convention authorized to vote in Convention by Article II of the Constitution
of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut. Others allowed the privilege of
access to the floor in the President’s discretion, but not entitled to vote, will
be identified as non-voting guests.

2. A quorum shall be established in accordance with Article II, Section 6 of
the Constitution of the Diocese of Connecticut. Once established, a quorum
cannot be dissolved until such time as the Convention is adjourned.

3. The business of this Special Convention is the election of the 16th Bishop
Diocesan of The Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut. No other business may be
brought before the Convention except upon the unanimous consent of the
Convention.

4. The President shall appoint, from Communicants of Parishes of ECCT,
Tellers from each Order to assist with counting the ballots if requested by the
Secretary of Convention. Tellers need not be Members of Convention.

5. No printed matter of any kind shall be distributed in any manner to the
Convention except by the authority of the President or the Secretary of
Convention.

6. Members of Convention who choose to vote from a location other than the
floor of Convention or Christ Church Cathedral will be responsible for their
internet connection. No action of Convention will be invalidated on the
grounds that the loss of, or the poor quality of, a Member of Convention’s
individual electronic connection limited or prevented their ability to vote in
any ballot.

7. At the call of the President, the Secretary of the Diocese shall present to
the Convention, in alphabetical order, the Committee Nominees and then the
Petition Nominee(s), if any, whereupon such persons shall be deemed to
have been duly nominated and seconded. The President shall then declare
the nominations closed. There shall be no nominations from the floor of
Convention.

8. Speeches, statements, or other declarations to Convention in support of or
against any Committee Nominee or Petition Nominee are not in order.
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RULES OF ORDER FOR THE
ELECTION OF A BISHOP DIOCESAN
9. Balloting.
   (a) Voting shall be accomplished by Orders using a system as arranged by
the Secretary of Convention. A concurrent majority of both Orders present and
voting shall be necessary to elect the Bishop-Elect. Balloting shall continue until
a majority of both Orders present and voting concur on the same ballot in the
election of the same person as Bishop-Elect. The time permitted between
ballots, as well as the nature of activity between ballots, shall be determined by
the President.

  (b) The Secretary of Convention shall issue such credentials to the lay
delegates and members of the Clergy entitled to vote as required by the
system to be used for balloting. If a lay delegate is unable to participate in the
election, the Secretary of Convention shall disable that lay delegate’s
credentials before issuing credentials to a substitute for that lay delegate. If a
member of the Clergy entitled to vote is absent, no other person may cast a
vote in place of the person entitled to vote. No proxy votes are allowed.

  (c) No write-in votes are allowed. 

  (d) The results of each ballot shall be communicated, first, to the President,
then to each Nominee’s representative, who will communicate the results of the
ballot to the Nominees. After each Nominee has received the results of the
ballot, the President, or his/her designee, shall announce the results of the
ballot to the Convention and the results shall be announced through ECCT’s
social media.

  (e) Any Nominee may withdraw his or her name from consideration for
election at any time before the President announces the Bishop-Elect to the
Convention by informing the President of the Nominee’s wish to withdraw his or
her name either in person, by phone, or by some other form of fully interactive
communication (i.e. zoom, facetime, etc.). No Nominee withdrawing his or her
name from the election may do so in favor of another nominee. The President,
or his/her designee, will inform the representatives for the other Nominees of
the name of the Nominee who has withdrawn his/her name from consideration
for election. After each Nominee has received that information, the President
shall announce the withdrawal to Convention.
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  (f) If, during the Electing Convention, adverse information about a candidate
is discovered, the Co-Chairs of the Bishop Transition Committee (“BTC”) shall
request a recess of Convention so that the BTC may review the information. If
the information appears to be material and from a credible source, the BTC Co-
Chairs, the Chancellor, and the Nominee’s representative, shall discuss the
information with the Nominee. The Nominee shall have the option to request a
further investigation or to withdraw their nomination. If the Nominee requests
further investigation and that investigation cannot be completed within a few
hours, then the BTC may, in its discretion, request that the Convention be
recessed for a maximum of 28 days while the BTC completes its investigation.

  (g) When a majority of both Orders concur in the election of the same
Nominee on the same ballot, the President shall notify that Nominee of the
election and ascertain whether the Nominee accepts the election. If the
Nominee accepts the election that Nominee is thereafter the Bishop-Elect. The
President or his/her delegates shall notify the other Nominees of the election of
the Bishop-Elect, and the President shall notify the Convention of the name of
the Bishop-Elect. If the Nominee who received the votes of a concurrent
majority of both Orders declines the election, that Nominee shall be deemed to
have withdrawn his/her name from further consideration, the President shall
notify the Convention of the Nominee’s decision to decline the election, and the
President shall, in his/her discretion, either continue balloting without the
Nominee who declined the election or recess or adjourn the Convention.

10. Upon completion of the election, the Convention will remain in session until
a majority of delegates in each Order sign the Canonical Testimonials to the
Election of a Bishop Diocesan.
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 11. It is the express intent of the Convention that any election of a nominee to
be the Bishop Diocesan of the Diocese of Connecticut is made in reliance on the
full, truthful, and complete disclosures by the nominee to the BTC. If, after
election but before consecration, two-thirds of the Mission Council and Standing
Committee present and voting together, concludes that the Bishop-Elect has
failed in any material way to provide full, truthful, and complete disclosures, or
if two-thirds of the Mission Council and Standing Committee present and voting
together, concludes that the Bishop-Elect has omitted to disclose material
facts, then the Convention, acting pursuant to a notice of special convention
called by the Bishop Diocesan and/or the Standing Committee for such
purpose, may take action to rescind such election.

12. This Special Convention shall adjourn no later than 3:50 PM on May 21,
2022. If, in the discretion of the President, the business of the Special
Convention cannot be completed before that time, the Special Convention shall
reconvene on Sunday, May 22, 2022, at 2:00 PM, at Christ Church Cathedral,
Hartford.

13. Except when in conflict with the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal
Church or the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, or any action taken by the
Annual Convention, the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall give the
procedure to be followed.

14. These Rules of Order shall be effective when adopted by the majority vote
of Convention. Once adopted, they may not thereafter be suspended or
amended except upon motion duly made and seconded, and approved by two-
thirds of Convention.



12

THANK YOU
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Over the past 12 months, 18 clergy and lay persons representing the Bishop
Transition Committee have lead the Bishop Diocesan search, nomination, and

election process. They are priests and deacons, teachers, firefighters, and lawyers,
some who have lived a lifetime in this diocese and others who have come more
recently. They bring to their work a multitude of perspectives born of various

cultures and life experiences. But in the end, all of these people have one thing in
common; a desire to find the very best person to fill this important role. On behalf of

the entire diocese, we express our deepest gratitude and thanks to the 
Bishop Transition Committee:

We would also like to express deepest gratitude to the 
Election Convention Planning Committee:

The Rev. Carrie Combs, Secretary of Convention
June Aziz
Brad Babbitt
The Rev. Sandra Cosman
The Rev. Dr. Luk De Volder
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas

The Rev. Jane Hale
The Very Rev. Miguelina Howell
The Rev. Deacon Jessie Karpf
The Rev. Stacey Kohl
A. Bates Lyons
Canon Jasree Peralta

Marsha Adell, Lay Co-Chair
Dr. Suzy Burke
Scott Colvin
The Rev. Harlon Dalton, Esq.
Laura Daly
The Rev. Dr. Luk de Volder

Kevin Fenner
Bob Giolitto
The Rev. Jack Gilpin
The Rev. Jane Hale
Karen Hatcher-Sneed
Zachary Kohl, Esq.

The Rev. Helena Martin
The Rev. Deacon Bonnie Matthews
The Rev. Marissa Rohrbach
Dr. Harold Schmitz
The Rev. Linda Spiers, Clergy Co-Chair
Sarah Woodford

And a special thank you to:
Bethany House of Prayer

Pedro Cirilo and Nelson Mena, musicians
Janet Jacobson, Marianne Vogel, Lisa Rautenberg and Yun-Yang Lin, string quartet

The Very Rev. Miguelina Howell, Christ Church Cathedral Dean 
Christ Church Cathedral Staff & Volunteers

ECCT Staff
 

...and each and every individual participating in this important work 
as the collective body of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut.


